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Abstract:

This research examines the role of media in shaping public
opinion and reinforcing the legitimacy of governance in the Roman
Empire. These media tools were effective instruments for disseminating
imperial ideology and affirming the authority of the emperors. The study
focuses on several key media forms, including inscriptions and public
plaques, which were engraved on stones and metals and displayed in
public spaces to communicate laws, imperial decrees, and military
achievements. Additionally, the role of coins as a media tool is explored,
as they were used to circulate images of emperors and their military and
political accomplishments. These coins were meticulously designed to
present an idealized image of the emperor, incorporating symbols that
conveyed his power and wisdom. Public speeches and literature also
played a significant role in influencing public opinion, as they were
delivered at public events and disseminated through official
correspondence. Furthermore, theater and public games served as both
entertainment and media tools, promoting Roman values and fostering
loyalty to the emperor. Lastly, the study discusses the role of official
newspapers and bulletins, such as the Acta Diurna, which were
published in Rome and distributed to distant provinces to share official
news and daily events. Collectively, these media tools contributed to
shaping the image of the emperor as a legitimate and powerful ruler,
strengthening citizen loyalty.
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